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CURRICULUM VITAE  

 
 

Isabelle Thouvenin specialises in employment law, inheritance law, family law and general contract 

law. She advises and represents private clients and companies in court and is a committed mediator. 

She studied law at the University of Zurich (2004) and holds an LL.M. in Arbitration and Dispute 

Resolution from the University of Hong Kong (2017). Since being admitted to the bar in May 2007 

she gained professional experience as advisor and litigator in various international law firms and law 

firms specialising in employment law. She founded her own law practice in September 2019. 

 

 

EDUCATION & CAREER 

2024 Founding of RIHAR & THOUVENIN Dispute Resolution  

2024 Training as mediator, Konstanzer Schule für Mediation, Germany  

2019 - 2024 Partner in law firm in Zurich specializing in employment law, inheritance law and 

family law 

2018 - 2019 Associate with law firm specialising in employment law in Zurich 

2017 – 2018 Copy editor with Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC) (commemo-

rative publication dedicated to Neil Kaplan CBE QC SBS)   

2017 Internship with China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission 

Hong Kong Arbitration Center (CIETAC) in Hong Kong  

2016 - 2017 University of Hong Kong (HKU), LL.M. in Arbitration and Dispute Resolution  

2015 – 2018 Associate with international law firm in Zurich as overseas counsel in Hong Kong  

2011 - 2015 Associate with law firm specialising in employment law in Zurich 

2007 - 2010 Associate with international law firm in Zurich 

2007 Zurich bar (admitted to all Swiss courts) 

2005 - 2006 Law clerk at the District Court of Zurich (labour court and department specialising 

in matrimonial protection and inheritance law) 

1999 - 2004 Law Degree, University of Zurich (lic.iur., Master of Law) 
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LANGUAGES 

German and English 

French and Spanish (basic knowledge), Mandarin (HSK II) 

 

MEMBERSHIPS & OTHER ACTIVITIES 

- Zurich and Swiss Bar Associations (ZAV and SAV) 

- Member of the expert sections on labour law, inheritance law and family law of the Zurich Bar 

Association (ZAV)  

- Board Member of the Trade Association Zurich East 

 

CORE PRACTICE AREAS 

- Employment law 

- Inheritance law 

- Family law  

- General contract law 

 

ENGAGEMENTS & PUBLICATIONS  

- Ganztägiges Referat/Workshop an HR-Weiterbildung für Rotpunkt-Apotheken zu den Themen 

Personalreglement für die Apotheke, Arbeitszeitmodelle und Arbeitszeugnis (September 2023)  

- Newsletter vom 28. April 2022 – Erbrechtsrevision – die wichtigsten Änderungen (Co-Autorin 

mit Christian Winzeler) 

- Newsletter vom 11. März 2022 – Pflichten der Arbeitgeberin beim Austritt von Arbeitnehmen-

den (Co-Autorin mit Dominic Steffen) 

- News in Employment Law (published on namasteswitzerland.ch, August 2021) https://na-

masteswitzerland.ch/2021/08/08/news-in-the-employment-law/ 

- Halbtägige Weiterbildung für Vitopha UnternehmerInnen über die Grundlagen des Arbeits-

rechts (März 2021) 

- Newsletter vom 30. März 2021 – Neuerungen im Arbeitsrecht (Co-Autorin mit Dominic Steffen) 

- Hiring domestic help or a nanny in Switzerland – Part II (published on namasteswitzerland.ch, 

8. April 2021) https://namasteswitzerland.ch/2021/04/08/legal-eagle-hiring-a-domestic-help-or-

a-nanny-part-ii/ 

- Hiring domestic help or a nanny in Switzerland (published on namasteswitzerland.ch, 8. Octo-

ber 2020) https://namasteswitzerland.ch/2020/10/08/legal-eagle-hiring-domestic-help-or-a-

nanny/ 

- Newsletter vom 3. Juli 2020 – Coronavirus und Quarantäne – Anspruch auf Entschädigung? 

(Co-Autorin mit Dominic Steffen) 

- Newsletter vom 17. März 2020 – Coronavirus – Kurzarbeit infolge behördlich angeordneter Be-

triebsschliessung (Co-Autorin mit Dominic Steffen) 

- Stolpersteine bei der Abfassung von Arbeitszeugnissen, in: Der Treuhandexperte (TREX), Nr. 

2/2013, Ausgabe April 2013 (Co-Autorin mit Dr. Denis G. Humbert)  
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